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Meanders 
A few thoughts from 

the president 
Todd Zwetzig 

A 
s I write this, I am seeing the 

first trees starting to turn 

color, indicating fall is 

coming once again. If you are an 

outdoorsman, there is no better time 

to be outside! With Fall brings the 

closure to many of our rivers to give 

the fish a chance to spawn in peace 

and rest for the winter. 

 

For some of us, winter is our only 

time to fish, and, thankfully, there 

are still many miles of river open to 

fishing throughout the winter. 

 

When you are out fishing this fall, please leave the spawning brown and brook trout 

alone to do their business and steer clear of redds when wading. These fish are very 

vulnerable during this time and deserve to be left alone. 

 

Your Michigan Trout Unlimited leadership has been very active this summer 

dealing with the fish farm on the AuSable River, diminishing populations of trout on 

the North Branch, and the growing concern of Polyfluoroalkyl substances ( PFAS) 

in our lakes and rivers. Although there are not many answers for the North Branch 

or PFAS as of now, there has been a resolution to the fish farm. As of this writing, 

the fish farm is no more and has ceased operation, and the future threat of another 

taking its place is gone as well. This was a huge victory for the AuSable River and 

all parties involved. This was a collaborative effort amongst many organizations 

with TU being there from start to finish. 

 

Your board of directors had their first meeting in September, and Iôm so thankful to 

be able to work with this fine group of individuals. Because of their dedication and 

commitment, we have numerous opportunities to get together, have some fun, 

improve our rivers, and raise money for the improvement of our cold-water fisheries. 

A lot of work is going into making these events successful and enjoyable. You can 

thank your directors for these events, because they would not happen without their 

hard work. Thank you, directors, for working together as a team and making the 

Mershon chapter so great! They have some great stuff in the works for this upcoming 

year. Stay up-to-date via our electronic newsletter, Facebook, and through our 

website. I look forward to meeting all of you at one of our upcoming activities. 

 

I hope you have a great fall and get a chance to enjoy the rivers you fight so hard to 

preserve and protect. 

 

ðTodd Zwetzig, chapter president 

 

Todd Zwetzig, chapter president 
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Fly-fishing and 
fly-tying 
instructor Jac 
Ford ready to 
pass the baton 
after 40 years  
by Don Meyer, chapter past-president 
 

A 
fter 40 years, we are looking 
for a new teacher for our fly-
tying and fly-fishing classes.  

In January of 1978, Jac Ford started 
these classes and now would like 
someone else to teach them. Although 
his daughter filled in occasionally, and 
Carl Hubinger taught a few of the 
years, Jac has taught almost all of 
those 40 years. 
 
While classes years ago averaged 25 
students, they are now down to about 
8 per session. Our chapter still has the 
tools to outfit many students in both 
classes. Some of the original vises 
were bought from Art Neumannôs 
shop, and we now have used fly-oôs 
purchased from Orvis, along with the 
ones made with packaging yarn from 
years ago. 
 
Through the years, many of our 
chapter members came from the ranks 
of these class students. Many of the 
chapter members helped out with 
teaching, include yours truly--I took 
both classes, helped teach, and have 
since served as president of  
the chapter.  
 
So, if you have the desire to teach 
either or both of these classes, contact 
Todd Zwetzig or any board member. 
But, donôt forget to thank Jac for all 
the years of dedication.  É 

Jac Ford has taught our fly-fishing 
and fly-tying classes for 40 years! 
We're grateful for his dedication to 
our cold-water resources and to 
educating the next generation of 
resource guardians. 

No reservations are accepted and 
food is served only until itôs gone, so 
plan to get there early. The Mershon 
Officers and Board of Directors looks 
forward to a convivial evening of 
feeding, fellowship, family, and 
fishing tales with friends.   É 

Food and drink 
served up to 
support the 
chapter 
by David Oeming, chapter director 
 

T 
he Maple Grille of Hemlock 
has graciously offered to 
support our chapter's cold-

water conservation work.   
 
The date of the event is Wednesday, 
December 05, 2018, from 4:00 pm 
until closing.  A portion of the 
proceeds from the day will be 

donated to the chapter. There will be 
no program, raffles, or prizesðonly 
great food and beer.  
 
Check the Maple Grille website, 
www.TheMapleGrille.net, for a 
typical daily bill of fare.   
 

http://www.TheMapleGrille.net
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 ¶ Montana (ñBillionaires Welcomeò 
is on their license plates) What a 
choice of sports!: flyfishing, 
hunting, horseback riding, skiing, 
skinny dippingðbut the most 
favoriteist sport is fishing for huge 
trout with worms.  Brookies, 
browns, cutthroats, cuttbows, and 
rainbows are all just protein out 
there.  Second most favorite is 
looking over your shoulder to see 
ifôn the game warden is sneakinô 
up on you: you, and your twenty-
seven-fish-over-the-limit stringer 
of trout.  

¶ Pennsylvania (ñThe Keystone 
Stateò  Huh?)  This swinging 
state, where people go to New 
Jersey for vacations, has claimed 
gerrymandering for its favorite 
sporting activityðother states are 
good at it, too, but nobody does it 
better.  I often wonder how TU 
chapters are assigned territories 
here, probably by the shape of 
troutða district shaped like a 
leaping steelieðor resembling a 
particular fly, like the Marabou 
Muddler, or one of Kelly 
Galloupôs creations, never mind 
which one. 

¶ Utah (state motto ñYou Wonôt 
Believe Our Sandò) The state 
sport is going door to door, 
spreading pamphlets and 
invitations, and spoiling afternoon 
delights.  White shirts and black 
ties dominate the activity, or long 
frumpy dresses with high collars 
for the occasional woman  not 
home with the kids.  Iôll drink to 
that.  There is alleged to be some 
really good trout water, which is 
hard to believe exists in this sun-
baked state. 

 
That comes nowhere near finishing 
out the list of fifty states, but you can 
probably fill in the blanks with your 
own faves.   

 ðBob K 

Official State 
Sports 
by Bob Kren, Mershon Advisor, and 
Mr. Flyfisherpersonguy 
 

W 
ell, sports fans, Jerry 
ñMoonbeamò Brown has 
named surfing as the 

official state sport of California.  
Hereôs a couple of suggestions for 
other states.  Tropes, anybody? 
 

¶ New Mexico (state motto ñPresse 
Uno por Espa¶olò) Favorite sport 
is welcoming illegal aliens with 
arms.  And with barbed wire 
enclosures, and tent cities.  
Honestly, isnôt there enough 
desert and desolation to go 
around?  Exactly who, other than 
politicians running for office, 
cares if others take over the 
countryside, just as long as you 
donôt give óem any water, or 
ñagua,ò as one increasing       must 
say. 

¶ Michigan (state motto ñIf you 
seek a pleasant peninsula, plug 
your earsò).  Gotta be ñDriving 
Noisy Outdoor Vehicles.ò  
Whether itôs snowmobiles blasting 
through a forest, or ATVôs 
abusing the calm of a dune, weôre 
all for motorized anything.  Why, 
just imagine revving up a 20 hp 
flyrod, yanking them fish in in 
seconds, sailing a cast two 
counties over, pulling down a tree 
that snatched a fly.   

¶ Alabama (state motto ñA Mind is 
a Terrible Thingò).  The approved 
state sport for this flyover state is 
watching óBama football.  For 
most of the fans, the only way 
theyôd get into college is in a vat 
of formaldehyde, but that doesnôt 
prevent good olô boys from 
painting their faces red, guzzling 
antifreeze, taking off most of their 

clothes, and cheering like, well, 
good olô boys.  The fact that U of 
A has a flyfishing team likely 
escapes them.  True storyðmet a 
few team members down on the 
Norfork.  Those good young boys 
sure could catch fish! 

¶ West Virginia (state motto ñA 
Mine is a Terrific Thingò)ôs fave  
is ñPolluting in a Good Way,ò if 
by ñgoodò you mean ñfor me.ò  
Got a streambed that needs 
sulfuric acid?  Weôre here for you.  
Mountaintop that pleads for 
scalping?  Weôre right on it, say 
these holler dwellers.  Black lung 
is a great aid to x-ray reading, 
makes a nice contrast agent.   

¶ Arkansasô (state motto ñNice 
Toothò) favorite sport is ñChasing 
Away Yankees.ò  If it werenôt for 
the great tailwater fishing, nobody 
from ñUp Northò would ever put 
up with the localsô idea that the 
South, or Dear olô Dixie, actually 
won the Civil War, all other 
reports being Yankee fake news 
from 153 years ago.  Having 
attended a meeting of TU Chapter 
698, Mountain Home AR, I can 
personally vouch for the accuracy 
of this entry. 

¶ Washington (state motto ñWeôre 
not California but We Pretend 
That We Areò): coffee drinking, 
despite the fact that nobody can 
taste the difference between the 
various roasts and varieties.  
Grunge bands, poor imitations of 
Silicon Valley, martinisðwait!  
Thereôs much more to 
Washington than just Seattle, but 
youôd never know it, to read the 
news from out there.  Just wait for 
the Cascadia fault to let loose, 
thereôll be tons of broken glass.  
My wife and I were in Aberdeen 
WN when the Satsop quake let 
loose, back in 1999.  Rock and 
roll! 
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2018 Mershon 
chapter campers 
give thanks  
 
Each year the Mershon Chapter 
provides funds for young teens to 
attend the Michigan Youth Trout 
Camp in northern Michigan.  Here 
are their thought and thanks. 
 
 

T 
hank you Trout Unlimited! 
 
I had an amazing time at the 

Trout Unlimited Youth Camp. There 
were several great things that we did 
that made Trout Camp so much fun. 
The food was amazing, every 
breakfast, lunch and dinner tasted 
homemade and the cookies  
were Great!! 
 
The activities we did were super fun, 
inspiring and educational. The stream 
restoration was amazing and my 
favorite part of the experience. I love 
cleaning and preserving the 
environment, doing that has inspired 

Every time we entered a new part of 
the lake we cleaned our waders to 
prevent invasive species. All fish 
where catch and release no matter 
what. One day we even built fish 
cribs so the fish would have a better 
chance surviving. Our schedule was 
jam packed every day from seven 
oôclock till eleven o'clock so we were 
always doing something from 
learning to catching fish. Overall the 
camp was very ecofriendly and cared 
about the environment. 

We learned how the river worked and 
where to find fish. We were also 
taught about the ecosystem of the 
river. Around the second and third 
day we made our own flies, I had a 
hard time with it but I eventually 
picked up on it like everybody else. 
Every day we learned so we could 
use that knowledge to better our 
fishing. If that wasn't enough the 
food was always very good every 
time. I would recommend this camp 
to anyone it is fun, environmentally 
friendly, and very educational about 
our lakes and streams. 

Dawson Sanderson 

me to join the ecology club at my 
school. I would like to thank the 
William B. Mershon chapter for 
allowing me to be part of this 
amazing camp and supplying me 
with the Rod and reel to learn with as 
well as the camp fees. I would like to 
give a special thanks to Mr. Robb 
Smith who offered me the 
opportunity to attend Trout Camp, 
without him I would not have known 
about or been able to attend this 
amazing camp. 
 
Sincerely, 
Cale Douglas 
 

I 
 overall had an amazing time at 
the Trout Unlimited camp. I 
learned more about fly fishing 

within the first 10 minutes then I did 
in my entire life. The best part was 
the counselor to camper ratio, by that 
I mean there was enough campers for 
every counselor to personally instruct 
and make sure everybody was 
learning and catching fish. The 
counselors truly cared about the 
campers and wanted them to succeed. 
They were overall awesome. 

Chapter members, Don Meyer (far left) and Bill Adams (far right) with campers 
Kale Douglas (left) and Dawson Sanderson (right) at the 2018 Michigan Trout 
Youth Fly Fishing Camp. 


