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A Message From Our President

H
Upcoming
Events

Keep checking our Facebook,
webpage, and your emails for
details:
September 11, 2021
Women ‘n Waders
Saginaw Bay Visitor’s Center
September 12, 2021
Family Fly Fishing Festival
Saginaw Field and Stream
Salmon in the Classroom
Experiences in Multiple Area
Schools
Early Winter
Multiple opportunities for fly
-tying lessons
January 17, 2022
Annual Meeting
at a local restaurant
Late March
Annual Fundraising Banquet
June 19-23, 2022
Michigan TU Youth and
Conservation Camp
We will be adding much more
to this list as we continue to
meet throughout the summer
and early fall.

ave you ever had
the experience of
boiling a cup of
water in your
microwave; placing the
seemingly innocuous
container on your counter,
only to have it turn into a
geyser when you put a
spoon in it? This
phenomenon is called
“superheating.” What
happens is the microwave
heats the water so fast
bubbles can’t form. When
you disturb the liquid with
your spoon the bubbles
form too quickly, resulting
in an exploding liquid. The
Mershon-Neumann
Heritage Chapter is
approaching the
superheated stage.

We have spent the past
year simmering. We had
our successes. We are
proud to celebrate that,
despite shut downs, lack
of in-person opportunities,
and all the politics that
went along with “masked”
or “unmasked,” we have
grown or maintained our
membership and financial
security when other
organizations have not
been so lucky. Our board,
always a strength, is now
even more diverse, and we
are full of active and eager
people. Board meetings
were well attended.
As you read this, a
collaborative project with

the Rifle River Restoration
Committee is moving
forward rapidly. The goal of
this pilot project is to
reduce the amount of
trash at popular landings
and in the water by
encouraging guests of the
river to bag and remove
their garbage. Hopefully,
you will see the
results of our
efforts when
you are on the
Rifle this
summer.
We have had a
few gatherings:
our fly-tying
classes were
fun and
informative.
Our group
viewing of
Mosquitoes and Mayflies
was a technological
disaster, but so fun to see
people again, even if it was
on a screen! As we moved
forward with in person
gatherings, we were able
to actually share a

beverage at Loggers while
watching Carl Hubinger tie
a gorgeous parachute
Adams. Conservation
efforts took place through
our Rifle River Clean up
and through working with
Cedars on the Au Sable to
plant more trees and
repair cages.

Women ‘n Waders

But, 2020-21 didn’t allow
us to be the chapter we
wanted to be. We missed
all of you. So we
simmered, waiting until we
could resume the course
we had planned to engage
our members.
And, now it’s
getting close to
the time we are
going to explode.
Women ‘n
Waders will be
held Saturday,
September 11, at
the Saginaw Bay
Visitors Center

Women ‘n Waders

(Continued on page 2)

President’s Message, continued

For many students,
environmental education
consists of a single field
trip or a documentary in
class. Salmon in the
Classroom gives hand-on
experience to these
students each day.
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(Bay City Recreation Area).
This one-day event,
intended to teach women
all they need to know to
get out on the water, is
very popular, so we are
glad to be able to bring it
back. Space is limited, and
we’re still working on the
logistics of following state
guidelines, so contact
Victoria Hankins at
diversity@mershonneumanntu.org to let her
know you want to come or
to get more particulars. We
will keep you up to date
with how to register and
the details as we get them,
so check your emails and
our facebook
(www.facebook.com/
mershon.tu) and web
pages (www.mershonneumanntu.org) often.
Building on the women’s
event will be the Family Fly
Fishing Festival—a familyfocused afternoon of
games, contests, and food
happening on Sunday,
September 12, at the
Saginaw Field and Stream
Club. We encourage you to
come with your kids,
grandkids, neighbors . . .
anyone who would enjoy a
day of watching (or
participating in)
competitions, trying their
hand at some new skills,
and just being together
with some food and
friends. Again, check your
emails and our facebook
and web pages often.
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Zoom fly tying

Women’s Fly-Tying Event

There is a plan in place for
continuing the fly-tying
classes. As anyone who
participated in last winter’s
sessions knows, there are
as many ways to tie a fly as
there are people who tie
them. And, our chapter is
blessed with many
talented tiers willing to
share their expertise. Plan
on taking advantage
of them!
We will be holding our
annual membership
meeting, traditionally held
on Martin Luther King Day,
at a local restaurant.
Please plan on attending.
We need to hear from our
members what is working,
what is needed, and we
always have good food and
an interesting speaker.
We will start planning for
our annual (up until the
past two years at least)
Spring Fundraising
Banquet. We still have all
the prizes and items from
the canceled 2019
banquet and have been
steadily adding to the pile.
Start saving now— you
know there are things you
are going to want to have!
Details will be coming—you
guessed it—check your
emails and our facebook
and web pages often.

Next summer will also see
a return of the Michigan
Trout Unlimited Youth and
Conservation Camp. This is
a wonderful opportunity for
young people to spend four
days and nights immersed
in all things trout and
conservation. And, a ton of
fun. Our chapter has
always played a very active
role in the camp: through
leadership, counselors and
staff as well as sending
several youth from our
area. We are very grateful
the camp will be returning
to Roscommon for 2022.

2019 Michigan TU Youth and
Conservation Camp

As we move into our next
year, I would like to thank,
on behalf of myself and
the board of directors for
the Mershon-Neumann
Heritage Chapter, all the
members who have
supported our chapter and
been graceful with our
attempts to keep things
moving forward. What we
believe in—protecting our
environment—is important.
Doing it with people the
caliber of our membership
is fun!
Have a safe summer—post
your pictures on our
Facebook page!
www.facebook.com/
mershon.tu
—Laurie Seibert, chapter
president

