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A few thoughts from
the president
Don Meyer

I

t’s fall again, and hopefully everyone had a great summer. I got to do lots of
fishing and volunteer work with some super people. Each of us is a member of a
great organization that starts with its membership, goes to board level, then state
and finally to the national level. Get involved; it is worth the effort, and the feeling
of being part of T.U. gets nothing but better. The more involved you may become—
whether it is working on an erosion project or simply attending meetings—the more
enjoyable the experience.
We recently had our quarterly M.I.T.U. leaders meeting. Don Albrecht and myself
attended and got to vote on some important issues. One was the voting in of the new
leadership. Congratulations to Tom Quail who is our new State Council
President. A sincere thanks to outgoing president John Walters for a job
well done.

Our erosion project at River View campground was a success, with all of
the work being done almost too fast. This year’s cleaning of the Rifle River
again went well. Special thanks to Todd Zwetzig for another well-ran
activity. Each year, it seems the river is cleaner. The list goes on and on for
success in our volunteer work.
Inside this issue is a listing of future activities of our chapter. Read thru
them, and come enjoy them with us. All are welcome; and, please, bring
a friend.

Don Meyer, chapter president

When I speak of fishing, that to me means being outdoors, on (or in) the
water. Some of the “fishing” I did this year did not include using a rod
myself. It was helping a youth catch his first trout, or helping a friend hook
and land fish. It isn’t just catching fish—it is the experience that Trout
Unlimited helps make possible. Get out there and enjoy. 

Upcoming Chapter Events
See our website or Facebook page for details.

Attention Mershon Chapter members and friends. The officers, directors, and advisors invite you to attend the monthly
board meetings held the first Wednesday of each month, September through May. Come join us for food and beverages
of your choice and tell us about the issues that are most important to you. We look forward to seeing as many of you as
possible in the upcoming months. We meet at 5:30 pm at G’s Pizzeria, 3823 Bay Road, Saginaw.
www.Mershon-TU.org | www.facebook.com/mershon.tu
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Robb Smith
receives Art
Neumann MITU
award
by Don Albrecht,
chapter past-president

R

obb Smith, a member of our
Mershon chapter and
treasurer of Michigan Trout
Unlimited, received the first
Michigan Trout Unlimited Art
Neumann Award on June 29th, 2016,
at the quarterly MITU
council meeting.
The award states “The State
Chairman of Michigan Trout
Unlimited wishes to convey special
recognition and express appreciation
by presenting the Art Neumann

While away the
winter with Flytying and
fly-fishing classes
by Jac Ford,
Mershon chapter advisor

Y

our Mershon chapter is
planning another series of fly
-tying and fly-fishing classes
for 2017. These inexpensive
classes—which are designed for the
novice fly fisherman—will begin in
January 2017.
The fly-fishing class will be held
from 7–9 p.m. at Arrowwood
Elementary in Saginaw, beginning
Monday, January 23rd. The fly-tying
class will be held from 7–9 p.m. at
Heritage High School in Saginaw,
beginning Tuesday, January 24th.
Youth, as well as adults, are invited
to attend. There is a $60 fee for each
class, which includes all the materials

award to Robb Smith. Rob Smith is
a core leader of the Michigan Trout
Unlimited team. He has provided
MITU with sound business practices
in accounting and finance. Robb is a
leader who instills pride, honor, and
integrity to MITU for others to
emulate. Robb shares his passionate
ideas, provides quality solutions, and
believes in the 'Plan for Success'. I
have come to rely on Robb for his
insight on issues, views on strategic
thought, leadership and
development. I am tremendously
proud and honored to have Robb as
my friend. John Walters,
Chairman 2016.”
Congratulations Robb, for all you do
in support of Trout Unlimited. 

you will need. No extra charge for
the bigger-than-life tales!
Participants in the fly-tying class
learn step-by-step fly-tying methods,
using videos developed for the class,
and receive individual instruction.
When completed, participants will
have been exposed to the basic
techniques necessary to tie most
flies successfully.
These are just some of the flies
participants will tie: Green Caddis
Pupe, Hares-Ear nymph,
Comparadun, Elk Hair Caddis,
Roberts Yellow Drake, parachute and
standard Adams, and a poly-wing
mayfly spinner.
The fly-fishing class is a basic class
for people who have little or no
knowledge of fly fishing or casting.
The class teaches the concepts of fly
fishing and casting; how to use a rod,
reel, backing, line, tippet, and flies;
what the fish sees below and above
the water; how to read and fish a
river; and trout food (emergence
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chart for Michigan) and hatches.
Students first hone their skills with a
fly-o, then spend time in the school’s
gym casting with fly rods.
If you are interested in either of these
classes, contact the Saginaw
Township Community Schools at
stcs.org or celighthouse.org, or
contact Jac Ford at 989-781-0997. 
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Rifle River crews
cleaned up on
BBQ and prizes,
in addition to
trash
by Todd Zwetzig,
chapter vice president

A

big thanks goes out to all our
members who helped make
the 2nd annual Mershon
Chapter Rifle River Cleanup a
success! An even bigger thank you

goes to Mike and Brenda Bachelder
for hosting this event at their beautiful
home and to Scientific Anglers for
donating some awesome door prizes.
If you couldn’t make it, don’t worry,
we are planning to do it again
Saturday September 16th, 2017.
The place and format will be the same.
Meet at Mike Bachelder’s house, 1040
Gerald Miller Rd., at 8:30am for
doughnuts and coffee, sign up for a
beat, and pick up trash bags and
supplies. We will take care of car
spots and directing you where to go.
After the cleanup, around noon, we
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will provide a BBQ and raffle off
some great prizes.
We learned a lot from the first two
cleanups and expect the next year’s to
be even better! Get it in your
calendars now, and help us keep this
beautiful river clean. 
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Campers grateful
for your support
by Bill Adams, chapter advisor

T

hank you so very much for the
opportunity I was given to
attend at your fly fishing
camp. I went fishing a few times this
summer with no luck, but when I
went to rivers and the like I was able
to 1. Identify which rivers were good
trout rivers 2. Was able to CATCH
the good trout . None of this would
have been possible if it hadn't been
for your camp. Thank you so much
for this wonderful opportunity.
Sincerely,
Sully O'Brien

D

ear William B. Mershon
Chapter of TU,

Thank you for the scholarship to the
TU Camp on Higgins Lake. I now

Schrödinger’s
Trout

by David Oeming, chapter director

Y

ou are on your favorite
secluded stream, up North.
No other fishermen are
around, and the evening is quiet. A
few small fish are moving. You
approach the same lie that has
produced Fish of Size on past forays,
and consider your choices.
Is there a decent trout in this cover,
or not? There ought to be; this is a
deep, cold run on a particularly good
stretch of the river. In fact, you
released the fish you caught here last
year. It is getting late, though; there
are other spots that should be tested
this evening. It will be a difficult
presentation, and hanging the fly will
put any resident fish down.

am in love with fly fishing. I liked
all of the instructors; they offered
advice and became friends. My most
favorite part of the camp was the Au
Sable river boats. I will most likely

fly fish the rest of my life thanks to
this camp.

Complete darkness is fast
approaching. You know there are
Fish of Size around, but you are
uncertain that this is the best place,
given the remaining twilight. How
can you predict if a decent trout is
lurking in this cover?

level of fuzziness into
quantum theory.

The uncertainty principle is one of
the most famous (and probably
misunderstood) ideas in physics and,
by extension, fishing. It tells us that
there is a fuzziness in nature, a
fundamental limit to what we can
know about the behavior of quantum
particles and, therefore, the smallest
scales of nature. On these scales, the
most we can hope for is to calculate
probabilities for where things are and
how they will behave. Unlike Isaac
Newton's clockwork universe, where
everything follows clear‑cut laws on
how to move and prediction is easy if
you know the starting conditions, the
uncertainty principle enshrines a
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Sincerely,
Luke Basil

Recent academic musings on the
interactions of matter suggest that at
least the level of the very small (the
“quantum level”), physical objects
blink in and out of existence.
Perhaps trout do not exist at all in any
particular fishing effort; only the
probability of catching a given trout,
however slight, exists. Is it possible
that quantum theory is applicable to
fishing for trout?
The German physicist and Nobel
laureate Max Born posited that the
position of “quanta,” meaning
physical objects and things, cannot be
determined objectively; the only
positive determination of a
quantum’s position in space is a set
of probabilities, which will be
verified by measurement, not
prediction. Until such measurement
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is made, a trout’s position (as in a
stream) cannot be known; only the
probability of the trout being in a
particular cover can be determined,
and that determination may not
be accurate.
Born’s proposition, as applied to
trout fishing, is that a trout may or
may not be in a given location,
whether or not that can be physically
verified. He suggested that the
probabilities were the only relevant
determinants, until the system is
measured and verified; i.e., when the
trout takes a fly. According to Born,
the probability of a trout being in a
given location (under, say, the same
cover as last year) is 50% – 50%.
Until the trout is caught (or missed,
as the case may be), the distribution
of probabilities is all that exists.

The trout itself does
not exist.

Thus, the dilemma faced by all
fisherpersons: are there no trout in
the immediate vicinity to be caught,
or are we simply unable to catch
them? We accumulate gear, engage
in extensive planning and
preparation, sacrifice significant
resources, and essentially work our
collective tails off chasing trout. If
they simply do not exist, why do
we bother?
In the traditional interpretation of
quantum physics, the wavefunction
(speculation about where a trout may
be lurking) is seen as a representation
of the probability that a particle (i.e.,
the trout) will be in a given location.
After a measurement is made, the
wavefunction collapses (the trout
rises, or not), giving the particle a

definite value for the measured
quantity. You win or you lose, but
you have no objective way of
predicting a given outcome.
This interpretation was developed by
the physicist Born and grew to be the
core of the Copenhagen interpretation
of quantum mechanics. For this
explanation, Born received (three
decades later) the 1954 Nobel Prize
in Physics.
The eminent physicist Erwin
Schrödinger rejected Born’s analysis,
and stated that until the system (or
the trout) was measured, the fish
could not be both under the cover and
not under the cover. There is no
“probable” trout; it is either there or
not, and only enticing a strike (as
opposed to trying to predict the
probability of a strike) will determine
the matter. Almost as soon as the
explanation of probabilities was
proposed, Professor Schrödinger
came up with a morbid thought
experiment intended to show how
absurd it was. It’s become one of the
most important, and misunderstood,
concepts in all of physics: the
Schrödinger’s cat experiment.
In this experiment, Schrödinger
hypothesized a radioactive particle
that has a 50 percent chance of
decaying within an hour. He
proposed that you place the
radioactive material within a closed
box next to a Geiger counter that
would detect the radiation. When the
Geiger counter detects the radiation
from the decay, it will trigger the fall
of a hammer which will break a glass
of poison gas. Also inside the box is a
cat. If the glass breaks, the cat dies.
During the subject hour, there is no
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objective way to observe what is
happening inside the box.
According to Born’s interpretation of
the wavefunction, after an hour, the
atom is in a quantum state where it is
both decayed and not decayed — 50
percent chance of each result. This
means the Geiger counter is in a state
where it’s both triggered and not
triggered. The glass containing the
poison gas is both broken and not
broken. The cat is both dead and
alive! And, by extension, the
(imagined) trout you are pursuing in
the late evening is both there, and
not there.
This may sound absurd, but it’s the
logical extension of the particle being
both decayed and not decayed.
Schrödinger believed that quantum
physics couldn’t describe such an
insane world, but that the cat had to
be either completely alive or
completely dead even before the box
is opened and observed.
After you open the box and the
system is observed, according to this
interpretation, the cat’s state becomes
well defined one way or the other,
but in the absence of a measurement,
it’s in both states. Though
Schrödinger’s cat experiment was
created to oppose this interpretation
of quantum mechanics, it has become
the most dramatic example used to
illustrate the strange quantum nature
of reality, including the reality
of fishing. 
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Fly-Eating Trees
by Snarly Windknot

I tie most of my own flies. I started
tying my own because I’m cheep, but
I soon learned fishing with flies I had
tied myself somehow made the
catching even more enjoyable. And,
it gave me something to do in the
winter besides sitting around waiting
for spring to come.
Another “value added” aspect of
tying my own flies is I don’t feel as
bad when I lose one (or several) to
the trees along the riverbank. And,
for some reason, I seem to hang a lot
of flies up in trees. So many, in fact,
that I have come to believe there is
something at work, some sort of
unknown force that changes the path
of a fly mid-cast and pulls it into a
nearby tree. I don’t think it’s a
magnetic force, but it’s something
similar that scientists haven’t figured
out, maybe because they don’t spend
enough time fly fishing. But then
again, trees are living things, and
every living thing I ever knew now
and then had one of those “bad
temper days,” so why not trees?
Maybe they don’t like to be disturbed,
or maybe they’re getting even for all
the trees we’ve cut down. You know,
kind of a bad karma thing.
All I can tell you for sure is the story
told in this poem really happened and
it left me a bit shaken.

Fly-Eating Trees
Everyone knows I’m an outdoors guy;
I live for warm sunshine and a cool mountain breeze.
I love all of the fauna and most of the flora
Except for poison ivy and fly-eating trees.
Take the stream I fished south of Bozeman last summer,
The kind of free stone creek that I like.
It looked peaceful and open and easy to wade,
But, there were hideous flora just waiting to strike.

Now, normally I fish flies that I’ve tied myself
Because I am cheep and good flies are not.
But, this time I’d gone to a fly shop in Bozeman
And paid cold cash for one they said was hot.
I’m not questioning the quality of that fly.
It was a good fly and a well-tied one no doubt.
But while watching for fauna, I got tricked by the flora
And never even got to try that fly out.
Oh, I saw the willows that lined both the banks,
But I was sure I could cast over them with ease.
I could see they were thick, but they weren’t very tall.
I didn’t know they were all crouched down on their knees.
So, I tied on that new fly and tested the knot,
Then I played it out onto the water.
I made one careful, well-placed backcast;
I felt the rod load, but it didn’t come forward.
I looked back over my shoulder and tugged my line gently,
Hoping the fly would come free.
But, it was stuck in one of those stubby scrub willows
That had reared up and become a forty-foot tree.
I spit and I cursed and I pulled and I jerked,
Hoping to free my new store-bought fly.
But, that willow just snarled and held on tight;
You could see the hate and the rage in its eye.
The harder I pulled, the more tangled I got.
I had to cut myself free with my knife.
It ate all of my leader and some of my line.
I was lucky to escape with my life.
So I caution, take a moment as you enter a stream.
Don’t just start flailing away.
Look carefully and see what evil lurks there,
Or, a fly-eating tree may ruin your day.

www.Mershon-TU.org
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How to tie the
George Daniel’s Sparkle
Minnow
by Jac Ford, chapter advisor

George Daniels is a master fly fisherman, teacher,
guide, and author. He’s the hottest fly fisherman on this
planet. George travels throughout the United States
instructing and learning from others. His adventures/
business has brought him 35,000 miles of travel in the
past year to the finest fly shops and lodges from Eastern
to Western America.
I first learned of George Daniels while fishing with
Tommy Lynch, then seeing him on the Pere Marquette
River while fishing for steelhead. His lanky body took
him over many miles of the river while fishing alone.
He also spent a few days fishing with Tommy that year,
accumulating fishing opportunities, as well as
knowledge about the river, streamer fishing in general,
and streamers.

While fishing with George this past winter, he mentioned
to me he was going to Gates’s Lodge the first of October
and suggested doing a 20Plus Club event. My reply was:
“You’re on.” The outing was at the Wrought Iron Grill in
Owosso, owned by John Lowman, also an avid
fisherman. We had over twenty-five (25) people at this
event, and they enjoyed tying the “Sparkle Minnow,”
eating great food, getting their book signed, and enjoying
Daniel’s great power-point program.
The streamer that George often uses and tied that night
for the group is this Sparkle Minnow.
Sparkle Minnow Tying Menu
Thread
6/0 White
Hook
Gama 10S Size one (1) thru four (4)
Tail
Olive brown Marabou over white with red flash
Underbody White ice Chenille
Body
EP Sparkle Brush speckled gold
Belly
White Marabou or strip of ice chenille
Head
Medium black tungsten cone head

Not too long after that, I was fishing with my friend,
Todd Zwetzig, on the Au Sable River. Todd starts
talking about the guide trip that he took George Daniels
on that fall. George was at Gate’s Lodge for a
demonstration, and Josh Greenburg booked Todd to
take George and himself on a guide trip. Todd, who is a
great guy and a knowledgeable guide himself, was
completely impressed with George’s ability to cast and
fish. In George’s book, Strip Set, you will find pictures
of Todd and Josh from that day and a cool story about
an event during that trip. Make sure you catch it on
page 70, titled “Nervous Water.” George has continued
to come back to Gate’s Lodge every year.
When George was writing his book, he contacted me to
ask me to send him some streamers I designed and a
picture of me. I sent the streamers which are now
included in his book but the picture was not of high
enough quality to use in his book. Since George and I
have fished together several times when he has visited
Michigan, I’ve realized what a fine family man and
father he is, too.
George stresses the fact that about six years ago he
contacted Michigan’s Russ Maddin, who provided him
with knowledge of the articulated streamer. Russ is a
leader in streamer design, tying, and fishing. Russ’s
friend and my friend, Alex Lafkas, is another leader in
streamer design and fishing. Russ and Alex have been
best friends for a long time and learn from each other
continuously and improvise streamers. To sum things
up: George has loads of good words for Michigan’s vast
quality fishing rivers, guides, and fly tiers.

Step 1: Install the cone head ,small end first, over the
point of the hook, and slide it to the eye of the hook.

Step 2: Wrap thread behind the cone and to the rear of
the shank of the hook, and tie in the white marabou for
the under tail.
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Step 3: Tie in the olive brown marabou for the upper
tail.

Step 4: Tie in a couple red strips of flash on each side
of tail.

Step 5: Tie in the EP Brush wire at rear of tail.

Step 6: Tie in the white under body chenille at the same
spot at the rear of body, and wind the chenille to front of
hook shank and tie and cut off at the rear of the cone
head.

Step 7: Wind the EP Brush by first rubbing the flash on
the wire so the flash is all on one side of the wire. Then,
wind with the wire side down around the hook, one tight
wrap after the other with the flash up into the air. Make
sure you brush the flash back towards the tail each
wrap, so it doesn’t get caught under the next wrap,
rapping all the way to tight behind the cone head.

Step 8: Tie off and glue with head cement or liquid glue.
Brush the streamer flash to the rear of the hook for the
finished product.

www.Mershon-TU.org
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Camper honors
fly-fishing
grandpa
by Luke Basil

The following was submitted as
part of a requirement for the
application to the 2016
Michigan Youth Trout Camp.
It was written by member Jake
Shinner’s grandson. It is
certainly a testimonial to the
impact we can all have on
young people today, whether
they are family, friends, or
neighbors.

D

ear Michigan Youth Trout
Camp,

I would like to attend your camp this
summer because of the following
reasons. I went to Wyoming and
learned how to fly fish. I loved it. I’d
like to become more experienced and
a better fly fisher overall. I also like
fly fishing because it’s a life sport
(meaning that I can do it my whole
life). I want to do more life sports so
I can have something to do when I’m
older. Some things I’d like to learn
about fly fishing are, how to tie
knots, and what fly to use and when.
I love the outdoors almost as much as
I love the water. I like to swim and
play in rivers streams and pools. But
most of all I love to catch fish. I don’t
care if it’s catch and release or eat
what you catch, I just love to fish.

also taken me to many informational/
educational places. These places
include his fishing cabin in Grayling,
Hartwick Pines, Hunters Safety
classes, and countless museums.
I would be a good addition to your
camp. Mainly because I am a good
listener. I follow directions and I am
caring towards Mother Nature and
others. But most of all I am thirsty for
information. So I ask you one last
time to please let me into your
awesome camp.
From,
Luke Basil

My inspiration is my grandfather I
call him Buppa. Buppa does
everything from fly fish to climb
mountains, and he’s good at all of the
things he does. I’ve learned from him
that you can’t get better at anything
that you don’t try. Buppa has taught
me many valuable life sport lessons.
Some examples are how to clean a
gun, how to spin/bait/jig/all-thatother-lure-stuff for fishing. He has

William B. Mershon Chapter of Trout Unlimited

Board of Directors

Meeting Schedule
All Board meetings will be held on the first Wednesday of the month
at 5:30 p.m. at G's Pizzeria, 3823 Bay Road, Saginaw.

Wednesday, November 2, 2016
Wednesday, December 7, 2016
Wednesday, January 4, 2017
Wednesday, February 1, 2017
—No meetings during summer months—

We welcome you to attend any of the board meetings.
Your input is an invaluable resource in our efforts to serve the resources we enjoy.

www.Mershon-TU.org
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Special thanks to our sponsors:

The Mershon Chapter of Trout Unlimited wishes to extend a heart-felt thank you to these businesses and
individuals. Their generous support helps to defray the costs associated with distributing this Muddler.
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Quality Outdoor Clothing
Instruction and Classes
Fine Fly Fishing Tackle
Fly Tying Supplies
Sporting Books

143 East Main Street - Midland
989-832-4100 Tollfree 877-550-4668
www.littleforks.com

www.Mershon-TU.org
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Clip and Save: Mershon Event Calendar

(Additional information , including any fees, will be found in the News section of our website,
www.mershon-tu.org and on our Facebook page www.facebook.com/mershon.tu.)
Walleye Supper
American Legion Hall, Post 439, 5190 Weiss St., Saginaw 48603
5:30 pm Program to be announced
Grin and Grub
New Venue, more information forthcoming

Monday, January 16, 2017

Thursday, February 23, 2017

Annual Banquet
SVSU, more information forthcoming

Saturday, April 22, 2017

Monthly Board Meetings: 5:30 – 7:00 pm,
1st Wednesday of each month.
—No meetings during summer months—
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 Newsletter of the William B. Mershon Chapter of Trout Unlimited 

P . O. B ox 6920 Sa gina w, M I 48608-6920

Address Service Requested

Application For Membership
YES! Please begin my one-year

introductory membership in Trout
Unlimited at the rate I have checked at
right. I understand my dues payment
entitles me to all regular membership
benefits, including a TU decal, personal
membership card and quarterly issues of
Trout magazine with Action Line.

Name

(please print)

Address

Please check membership category:
 New member membership ($17.50)
 Regular membership ($35) / r 3 years ($90)
 Family membership ($50) / r 3 years ($100)
 Sponsoring contributor ($100)*
 Conservator contributor (250)*
 Individual Life ($1,000) (No further dues)*
 Family Life ($1,100) (Husband and Wife)*
 Senior (62 and over) membership ($20)
 Full-time Student/Youth (under 18) ($20)
 Business membership ($200)
 Payment enclosed**



Please bill me

City
State

Zip

Telephone
Chapter

020 Mershon

 Visa #

Exp. Date

 MasterCard

Exp. Date

Signature

All contributions over
$12 are tax deductible.
*Note: special benefits
provided for these
membership categories.
**Make checks payable
to: TROUT UNLIMITED
Clip and mail this
application to join TU
today!

Michigan Council - Code 5449

Sponsor

Mail to:

TROUT UNLIMITED, PO BOX 7400, Woolly Bugger, WV 25438-7400
(Please remember that board members can help you sign up new members at the membership rate of $17.50 and that
all of this money comes back to the Mershon chapter
if the membership application references our chapter #20.)
www.Mershon-TU.org

