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W

hat a beautiful holiday it is this year. The snow is so beautiful and
abundant. Hopefully, your holidays exceeded all expectations, as well as
the new year of 2014. Our Trout Unlimited chapter has a lot of good
stuff going on this year.
We are very excited about having the Trout Unlimited Copeland chapter people join
us this year in endeavors and at our programs. We are going to have one of our grin
and grub meetings in Bay City to show the people of Bay City our support for them.
Our next program will be a walleye dinner at our usual American Legion on Weiss
in Saginaw on January 20th, 2014. You will be getting a flier
relative to this meeting. Brad Befus from Scientific Anglers will
provide an interesting program.

Our 5-week fly-fishing and fly-tying classes will begin this
month, too. The fly-fishing classes will begin on Monday, January
27, in Saginaw Township at Sherwood Middle School, from 7–9
p.m. The class will cover information for all phases of beginner
fly fishing. The fly-tying class will begin Wednesday, January
29th, from 7–9 p.m., at Saginaw’s Heritage High School, and will
cover knowledge of hooks, equipment, materials and step-by-step
instructions on how to tie nine different flies. All equipment and
materials are furnished. The cost of each class is $60. Lou
Jac Ford, chapter president
Albosta, Risty Kalivas, Don Meyer, and Carl Hubinger will be
assisting me in teaching these classes. You may call Saginaw Township
Community Education at 989-797-1847 or www.celighthouse.org or Jac Ford at
989-280-3238 for more information or to register.
We accomplished much last year with these great board of directors and the
continuation of leadership roles in special interests for our chapter: banquet
chairman Don Albrecht; Cedar Tree Program, Howard Johnson, Rifle River
Watershed Committee, Bob Spence; The AuSable River Big Water Committee,
Paul Morand and Todd Zwetzig; and Michigan Trout Unlimited, Chairman Robb
Smith. These people have the support of many members of our chapter, but are
truly leaders of these various programs. Thanks to you for your leadership in 2013!
Bo Brines of Little Forks Outfitters has come through for us in many ways over the
past decades with a significant article for raffle, but this past year Bo's support was
outstanding. With his support and Orvis' help we were able to do so much more. He
facilitated the acquisition from Orvis Company of the sport coats for our pastpresidents. Bo gave us good discounts on items that were donated to our chapter for
last year’s banquet, and Bo arranged for Orvis clothing to be sold at the 50th
anniversary banquet with our logos. Be sure to thank Bo next time you’re at
his store.
(See
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Meanders, page 12)
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Nominations
sought for
Mershon chapter
awards

A

rt Neumann has often said
that we contribute to Trout
Unlimited by volunteering
our Time, our Talent, and our
Treasure. T.U., and especially the
William B. Mershon Chapter, is a
grassroots organization that works
because we are blessed with a
membership that contributes these 3
T’s in abundance. We work for
coldwater conservation, not to hear
praise nor for plaques to hang on our
walls, but rather because we love
trout, rivers, and the environs in
which they flourish.
Even though Mershon chapter
members don’t seek (or expect)
recognition for their trout-saving
work, it’s still darn nice to get a pat
on the back once in a while. For that
reason, your board of directors in
1999 formed a committee to develop
an awards program. That committee
decided to recognize individuals for
their contributions by creating four
awards which are named after
Mershon chapter members. What
follows is a description of each of
the four awards and the criteria used
to select the recipients.
The Art Neumann General
Membership Award is given to a
member not currently serving on the
board of directors, and who has
given exemplary service to the
Mershon chapter. Art Neumann, of
course, is one of the original
“Founding Fathers” of Trout
Unlimited. He was one of the men
who met at George Griffith’s
Au Sable River home in 1959 and
helped to begin T.U.
The Harold Kleinert Volunteer of the
Year Award is given to a member
who has shown outstanding service
to the chapter during that particular
year. Harold Kleinert was a long
time leader in the Mershon chapter.
In the early 1980’s, Harold
spearheaded the founding of the
Rifle River Watershed Committee
and the efforts on conservation work
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on the watershed that continues to
this day.
The Howard Woolever Extended
Service Award is presented to a
member for many years of service to
the chapter. The late Howard
Woolever was a banker in Saginaw
and served for many years as
Mershon chapter treasurer. Howard
set a standard of excellence in that
demanding job of treasurer and
financial guardian.
The Reverend Bruce Hatch Resource
Professional Award is presented to a
person who works in the field of
natural resources conservation. The
late Bruce Hatch was a Methodist
minister and served the chapter for
several years as a director and
vice president.
Now, here is the part where all of
you as Mershon chapter members
come in. The awards committee can
very much use your help. We are
always looking for deserving
members to recognize, and you
might certainly bring someone to our
attention that we might otherwise
overlook. You can email your
nominations to Jac Ford at
canglers@aol.com or Paul Morand
at pmorand@hotmail.com. Please
include the full name of the nominee,
the award nominated for, and a brief
letter of support detailing why you
think the nominee is deserving of
the award.
Take a few minutes and give these
nominations some thought. The
chapter awards are presented each
year during our spring fundraising
banquet in April, so we need your
nominations soon. 
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Y

outh, as well as adults,
are invited to attend
these fly-fishing and flytying classes designed for the
novice fly fisherman.

Fly-Fishing starting January 27th
Fly-Tying starting January 29th
7–9 p.m.  5-week classes  $60 each, incl. materials
Fly Tying held at Saginaw Township’s Heritage High School
Fly Fishing held at Saginaw Township’s Sherwood Middle School
No extra charge for the bigger-than-life tales!

Fly-Fishing & Fly-Tying Classes
Register @ 989-797-1847 or celighthouse.org

T

he Mershon Chapter of Trout
Unlimited would like to
invite all our members to join
us for a "Grin and Grub" at Tri City
Brewing Co., 3020 N. Water St. in
Bay City on Thursday, February
20th, 2014, at 6 pm.
We have decided to have this "Grin
and Grub" in Bay City for the
convenience of our Bay City
members.

providing a pizza dinner as a way to
welcome all our new members to
the Mershon chapter. Come
at 6pm for some food, a great
presentation, and a chance to meet
each other.
Thanks for being a supporting
member of TU. Feel free to contact
me with any questions you may have
on this event.
We look forward to meeting you.. 

We will be having Bo Brines, owner
of Little Forks Outfitters in Midland,
doing a presentation on "Fly Fishing
the Bahamas." We will also be
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Special Grin &
Grub to be held
in Bay City to
welcome our Bay
City members
by Jac Ford, chapter president
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Plans for our
51st annual
spring
fundraising
banquet are
already
underway
by Jim Lewis, chapter director

A

n energetic committee of
volunteers has already
begun work on our 51st
Annual Spring Banquet, and we’re
very excited about what it
will offer.
April 11, 2014, we will be returning
to Horizons Conference Center, the
location of our banquet this past
spring, for all the fun, food and fish
habitat fund-raising our spring
banquet has come to represent. But
we are especially excited about the
program we hope to bring you.
Chapter director Todd Zwetzig is
finalizing the details that will bring
internationally renowned Chicago
film producer Rob Thompson to our
banquet to debut his latest fly-fishing
video production. Rob’s films have
been featured three times on the
international Fly Fishing Film Tour.
If you have been fortunate enough to
be in the audience at Oscars in
Midland, when Little Forks
Outfitters and the Martuch Chapter
of Trout Unlimited brought this
international tour to our area, then
you have already had a chance to
enjoy Rob’s work.
Rob’s latest creative effort will bring
us all the history and lore of fly
fishing on our own Au Sable river.
Rob has personally spent many hours
fishing the Au Sable and knows the
river and its fish, from the North
Branch to the South Branch to the
holy water below Grayling to the big
water below Mio. His latest video
shows us the fishing (and even some
of the catching), as well as the
history of the conservation effort of
which Trout Unlimited has been
such a big part, and the people who
have worked so hard to make the Au
Sable the internationally renowned
fishery it is today. You are sure to
recognize names, faces, and perhaps
even stretches of the Au Sable that
this film contains, and because Rob
will debut it at our banquet, you will
be among the first to do so. We will
bring you more information about

www.Mershon-TU.org

this exciting program as we approach
the April 11th banquet.
We will also be back with the
traditional rod and gun raffle again
this year, but with a new twist.
Thanks to Bo Brines and Little Forks
Outfitters in Midland, we will offer
the opportunity to win a gorgeous
new Orvis Superfine Glass 764-4 Fly
Rod outfit that includes this exciting
new rod, an Orvis CFO II “Made in
USA” reel along with an Orvis line,
backing, rod tube—the works! Once
again, Bo is providing this at no cost
to the Mershon chapter, so that every
dollar we raise can go into river and
habitat restoration.
We’re putting a new twist on the gun
raffle this year. With the generous
support of Jim Brunette and Bay
Archery of Essexville, we have
acquired and will be raffling off one
of the finest crossbows built today—
the TenPoint Carbon Elite XLT. If
you’re a bow hunter, this crossbow
will make you drool. If you’re not a
bow hunter, it will make you wish
you were. It will be on display at our
upcoming January 20th walleye
dinner, so you will have a chance to
see what some lucky winner will
take home from our 51st annual
spring banquet.
More details to follow, but rest
assured it will be a banquet you
won’t want to miss. Again, the date
is April 11, so save that evening on
your calendar now and start talking
with friends who are sure to want to
be there, as well. 
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T

he Mershon Chapter is
looking for boys and girls
interested in attending this
year’s Michigan Youth Trout Camp.
The Kalamazoo Valley Chapter of
Trout Unlimited is hosting the
Michigan Youth Trout Camp July 6July 10, 2014 at the Ralph A.
MacMullan Conference Center on
Higgins Lake, in the heart of
Northern Michigan trout country.
The four-day Camp is designed to
educate our 12-16 year old boys
and girls, who will become our
next generation of conservation
leaders, about the importance of
protecting our coldwater
resources. Campers will learn that
how we choose to use our land can
affect the health of our streams, our
trout, and ourselves. We will have
discussions on stream restoration.
Campers will collect and learn to
identify macro-invertebrates
important to trout and learn what
they can tell us about water quality
and stream habitat. Students will
discover what trout need to survive,
where they hide, and, with help from
some of Michigan`s leading
conservationists and anglers, how to
catch them. No previous fly fishing
experience is necessary!

branches of the famous Au Sable
River, casting to beautiful brookies,
spunky rainbows, and big brown
trout. All of this will be under the
guidance of local experts and Trout
Unlimited volunteers from around
the state. This camp is educational,
but is also designed to be fun!
The Camp is made possible through
the efforts of TU National and the
many TU Chapters with their
volunteers and members. Also
included are the MI DNR Fisheries
Division, the staff at the RAM
Center, Americorp and DEQ
volunteers, Huron Pines
Conservation District, and many
Michigan and Midwest Angling
Guides and other conservationists
who have so graciously given of
their time and talents to this Camp
Each year the Mershon Chapter
sponsors up to three campers and
pays in full the cost of attending the
camp. If you know someone who
may be interested in attending the
camp, please contact Paul Morand
(pmorand@hotmail.com) or Bill
Adams (adamsbillchar@charter.net).
Further information about the camp
and applications may be found at
www.kvctu.org. 

In the evenings, the students will get
to test their new skills on all three
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Youth Campers
Needed
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Mershon chapter
seeks grant
applications

The Mershon Chapter of Trout
Unlimited is once again soliciting
grant applications for projects that
support the Trout Unlimited Mission,
“to conserve, protect, and restore
coldwater fisheries and their
watersheds.” Projects supporting the
mission are eligible
for consideration.
Applications should clearly state the
purpose of the funding, explain the
need for the project, list costs of the

January walleye
dinner to feature
Scientific
Angler’s Brad
Befus
Monday, January 20th, 2014
American Legion Hall
Program:
“Fly Fishing Small Streams”

A

look at the diversity of
small streams and the trout
that live in them. Brad will
cover the tactics and gear that he
likes to use to effectively fly fish
small streams.
Brad Befus has been fly fishing and
fly tying for more than 30 years. He
is an accomplished freshwater and
saltwater angler who holds several
I.G.F.A. flyrod world records and
has fished many destinations
worldwide. Brad is also an
innovative fly tier with many of his
patterns being produced and sold by

project including materials and manor woman-power, and explain how
the chapter funds will be used.
The deadline for submittal of
proposals is March 31, 2014. The
goal of the Mershon Funding
Committee is to review and award a
number of funding requests at our
May board of directors meeting. The
application may be downloaded and
printed from the chapter website at
www.mershon-tu.org. 

Umpqua Feather Merchants through
their “Fly Designer Program.” His
flies have appeared in books and
articles, as well as the University of
Idaho Prichards Art Gallery and the
Boulder Museum of Contemporary
Art. Brad co-authored with Barry
Reynolds and John Berryman “Carp
on the Fly,” a flyrodder’s guide to
carp! He frequently contributes
articles and photography to many of
the fly fishing periodicals. Brad
currently resides in Midland,
Michigan, with his wife Lisa and
their four children. 

WILLIAM B. MERSHON CHAPTER OF TROUT UNLIMITED

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MEETING SCHEDULE
All Board meetings will be held on the first Wednesday of the month (*unless noted)
at 5:30 p.m. at Case Funeral Home on Mackinaw in Saginaw, Michigan.

Wednesday, February 5, 2014*
Wednesday, March 5, 2014
Wednesday, April 2, 2014
Wednesday, May 7, 2014
*starting at 5 p.m. because of fly-fishing film showing in Midland

We welcome you to attend any of the board meetings.
Your input is an invaluable resource in our efforts to serve the resources we enjoy.

www.Mershon-TU.org
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Book Review
by Capt. Todd Zwetzig,
chapter director

R

ecently, Bob Linesman sent
me a copy of his new book
called Snowblood’s Journal.
I was a little surprised at the title and
didn’t know what to
expect. Like most of you,
I have read many of
Bob’s non-fiction books
on fly fishing. So, I went
to Barnes and Noble’s
website and pulled up the
overview.
Jason Snowblood and
Benny Coyne are double
first cousins of OttawaIrish descent who grew
up together in a small
northern Michigan town.
Both were star high
school football players
who made it onto the
University of Michigan
team, but were not good
enough, or did not get
enough playing time to
make it to the NFL. They
end up joining the army
together in the late 1960s,
at the height of the
Vietnam War. For once
the army did the right
thing and assigned both
young men, who had
grown up training and
working hunting dogs, to
be handlers of scout dogs
with a unit that saw a lot
of ground action in the
war. The young handlers
develop a close bond with
their dogs as they scout in
the lead of their units
getting advance information on the
locations of the Viet Cong and North
Vietnamese regulars.
Jason has known for many years that
his cousin Benny has some strange
and special abilities, sort of sixth

senses that derive they assume from
their Ottawa family lineage. Benny is
particularly able to communicate
non-verbally with his scout dog.
These scout-dog mini units became
so effective in advance spotting of
the enemy, there is a pretty high
bounty placed on the heads of the
soldiers, and the ears of the scout

dogs, and an even higher bounty if
both are taken at the same time.
During a major enemy action known
as the Tet Offensive, Benny and his
dog are separated from their unit,
and his dog sacrifices himself by
leading a party of enemy soldiers
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away from Benny's hiding place.
Not only do the enemy soldiers
capture and take the ears of Benny's
dog, they skin and cook him on a
spit over their fire. Using one of his
special abilities, Benny avenges his
dogs cruel death in a manner that
gets him a one-way ticket back to
the U.S.. I will leave it to the reader
to discover his special
ability and how he used
it. A hint: a sixteenth
century Spanish Catholic
nun known as Sor Maria
de Agreda used the same
ability to perform
miracles with a couple of
Indian tribes of the
New World.
During their tour of duty
in Vietnam, Jason and
Benny make friends with
a helicopter pilot,
Harlan, who has some
special, albeit more
normal abilities of his
own. A scout dog, by
military logic, is military
equipment. If the dog
and handler are
separated, the dog must
either bond with a new
handler, or he is put
down. Harlan helps
Jason circumvent this
ironclad military rule in
a very creative way.
After reading the first
chapter, a few things
started to become very
apparent. It was obvious
that, even though this
novel was not on fly
fishing or Michigan,
Bob’s love of both of
these things were
wonderfully infused into
this book. Even his distaste for the
Ohio State Buckeyes comes through
load and clear. Throughout the
book, Jason Snowblood would
flashback to his times on the
Ausable River or times spent around
Grayling and Mio. He would also

9
think back to his playing days for the
Michigan Wolverines and the rivalry
with Ohio State. As a Michigan
native and avid fly fisherman, I
immediately felt a connection to the
characters in the book. I was also
able to visualize the places in
Michigan they talked about. If you
are looking for a great read, this is
the book to pick up. This book is not
only for the fisherman in your
family, but anybody who loves dogs
or United States history in Vietnam.
Fantastic job, Bob; the book
was great!
Bob Linsenman worked in the book
publishing industry in Manhattan as
an editor and executive editor in the
college division of Holt, Rinehart &

Winston; in computer software from
1973 to 1983 in Minneapolis; and as
a non-fiction literary agent.
After returning home to Michigan in
1991, he has managed a fly shop and
worked as a fly-fishing guide and
freelance writer.
Publications include feature articles
in national magazines including Fly
Fisherman, American Angler, Wild
Steelhead & Salmon, Fly Fishing
and Tying Journal, Fly Fisher,
Midwest Fly Fishing, and Eastern
Fly Fishing. Published book titles
include Michigan Trout Streams: A
Fly Angler's Guide (second edition),
Countryman Press (W.W.Norton);
Great Lakes Steelhead: A Guided
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Tour for Fly Anglers (both with
Steve Nevala), Countryman Press;
Modern Streamers for Trophy Trout
(with Kelly Galloup); Michigan Blue
Ribbon Fly Fishing Guide; The Au
Sable River; and Best Streams for
Great Lakes Steelhead.
Bob lives with his dogs near the
Au Sable River in northern
Michigan. 
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How to tie the
poly-winged
spinner

Tying Instructions:

by Jac Ford, chapter president

O

ne of the best times to enjoy
dry fly fishing is during a
great spinner fall. This
pattern will work most any mayfly
spinner fall. Just tie in different sizes
and colors. Use the following portion
chart. This fly gives the spinner
imitation the proper silhouette, has
the ability to be seen in the water,
and is very durable. I use this pattern
20's to 6's.
Materials List:
Hook: Standard dry-fly hook or
better yet fine wire dry-fly hook
Tail: long fibers off quality dry-fly
hackle neck, micro fibers or even
pheasant tail fibers on the large flies
(should be 1 1/2 times the length of
the hook)
Wings: poly yarn, you may use 1/2
or part of a strand or the whole or
double strand. Color varies slightly. I
usually use a very light gray.
Body: I almost always use dubbing to
match the body’s coloring. Dubbing
is natural looking and floats well. On
larger patterns, deer hair can be used
on top of the whole body.
Thread: 8/0, 6/0, or 3/0 or G size on
the largest.

Step three: now, hold far wing to the
left and wind thread from front left
of wing to back right of far wing.

Step one: always use a light wire dry
fly hook and fine thread—8/0 or 6/0.
This will limit bulkiness and weight.
Wind thread on and then one third
back toward bend in hook. The
thread is now in place to tie on wing.

Step four: your wing should look
like this. Wind thread to rear of
hook.

Step two: cut a piece of poly-yarn a
little longer than twice the length of
the hook. Hold it in place, then give
it a few wraps with the thread. The
yarn will be trimmed to length after
the fly is completed.
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Step five: put slight and short amount
of dubbing on thread to use to form
ball to split tails.
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Step six: wind dubbing thread on top
of each other to form ball.

Step nine: this is what the two split
tails should look like after tying
them in place.

Step twelve: wind in more dubbing onto
thread and finish off in front of wings.

Step ten: spin on small amount of
dubbing onto about six inches of
thread.
Step seven: pull off several strands
of feather for one tail. Tie in place
first tail.

Step thirteen: finish the dubbing and
whip finish the thread. Then, cut wings
to equal length of the total body.

Step eleven: wind dubbing thread up
to and around wings.
Step eight: now, tie in the front tail.

Step fourteen: wings are cut and
thread is whip-finished.
www.Mershon-TU.org
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S AVE T H E D ATE
Save our cold-water resources
5 1 s t A n n u a l Tr o u t U n l i m i t e d B a n q u e t
April 11, 2014 | Horizons Conference Center, Saginaw

Notice of
proposed
changes to
chapter bylaws
Notice is hereby given that
amendments to our chapter’s bylaws
will be voted upon at the Walleye

Meanders, continued from page 1
A heart-felt thanks also goes out to
our longtime member, past president
and long time advisor, who wishes to
remain anonymous, for totally

dinner to be held January 20th 2014.
If approved, the amendment will
change the date of the annual
business meeting from the April
banquet to a time designated by the
board of directors. The change is in
response to feedback provided by
members concerning the annual
fundraising banquet. Comments
were made concerning the necessity
of conducting chapter business at
this time with regard to the purpose
of the banquet, and with regard to

the amount of time required during
the banquet to nominate and elect
members of the board and other
procedural and business matters
concerning the chapter. For these
reasons, the amendment is being
proposed to allow the board
flexibility in scheduling elections
and other business of interest to
the chapter. 

financing the procurement of the
blazers for the past presidents.
Thank you!

the standards that we all desire.
Looking foreword to seeing you
all there.
—Jac Ford, chapter president

This next year’s banquet will again
be held at Horizon's. Watch for it. In
2014, our banquet will again be of
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He: Whoa! You startled me! Didn’t
see you standing there.
She: Just watching you fish, just
watching your form, as it were.
He: Thanks, I think.
She: You come here often?
He: Oh, yes, all these places for
miles and miles around here are my
favorites.
She: Mine, too.
He: You look familiar.
She: So do you. I’ve heard of you, at
least I’ve seen your pictures and read
your book. You sure could use
Spellchecker, Ike.
He: Right back atcha. You’re Dame
Juliana Berner, not so?
She: That’s me. Call me Julie. And
you’re Izaak Walton, or I never cast
to a rising trout.
He: One and the same. Pleased to
meet you. Call me Ike. But then
again, you already have.
She: I notice you’re using the latest
flyrod, casting a pretty long line,
there.
He: I gave up worms and dapping
years ago-- seems like centuries.
Strictly flies, no-kill, and catch-andrelease.
She: Always was that way with me,
but for the “no kill” and “release”
parts. Weren’t Tonkin rods a
blessing, and I really appreciated it
when silk lines were replaced! -- all
that dressing and cleaning.
He: And leaders, soaking catgut for
days. How’d they get that gut out of
those cats?
She: Now you’re just being silly. I
simply can’t get enough of this new
stuff, new things, new goodies.
What’s a girl to do?

He: Yeah, I noticed. You sure do
belong to a lot of clubs, and you’ve
been to plenty of shows
and Conclaves.
She: In spirit, if you know what I
mean. Strange I didn’t see you
at any.
He: I wasn’t looking to be seen. I
work in the background, giving
inspiration now and again, but letting
the people in the clubs and
organizations do the real work. Isn’t
it amazing how well they do?
She: River cleanups, youth fishing
programs, and it seems like only in
the last few years.
He: . . tying lessons. Oop! Fish on!
See you in a couple of minutes.
She: I’ll be here. (Time passes.)
She: Well, you’re back. No fish, I
see. Lose him? Break off?
Release it?
He: Release. Like I said, haven’t
kept a fish in years. Just the fun of
catching ‘em, seeing ‘em, touching
‘em, and putting ‘em back. Learned
that from Joe Brooks and Ray
Ovington the other day. And
Lee Wulff.
She: It’s getting on toward lunch.
How’s about joining me? I’ve got a
picnic basket up in my truck.
Tunafish sandwiches.
He: I’ve got a hamperful of food
back at my campsite, too. That’d
be fun.
She: You know, it’s strange that
we’d meet in a place like this, so
nice and all.
He: You’re right. It’s almost as
though we’d died and gone to
She: Yeah. Michigan. 

He: But I still like to wear the old
clothes.
She: Me, too. Got all these patches
on them.
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Ike and Julie
by Bob Kren,
Mr. Flyfisherpersonguy
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You can watch
“Salmon In the
Classroom” from
the comfort of
your own home
by Don Albrecht, chapter vice-president

E

arly in October, I received a
phone call from an excited
fourth-grade teacher at the
Owosso Public Schools, named Mike
Raffaelli. Mike told me he learned
about the DNR's “salmon in the
classroom” project and thought it
would be a great project for his
fourth-grade kids. He described for
me how he previously had a child in
his classroom who loved to fish, and
has since died of sudden cardiac
complications. Now, he has his
brother in his class and thought this
would be a great tribute to the
memory of this child's brother and
Mike's previous
student.
Everyone in the
class thought
this would be a
great idea. Now
all Mike needed
to do was get
approved for
the project.
So, Mike called
the DNR and
was promptly
told there is a long waiting list to get
approved for the "salmon in the
classroom" program. But, that didn't
deter Mike, as he related his story to
the DNR. Not surprisingly, Mike
got moved to the head of the line and
was promised eggs if he could come
up with the necessary equipment.
On to the next hurdle, Mike learned
the equipment for the project would
cost over $2300, since salmon do not
hatch in just any fish tank. It needs
to be a sizeable tank, one with
significant aeration, circulation, and
cooling. In contrast to a "home" fish
tank that is usually heated, salmon
love cold water, so the chiller is a
major cost item. But, this didn't
deter Mike. He immediately went
into action and secured a temporary
loan to get the equipment. After all,
the DNR said if he wanted the eggs
he had to move fast because the
program was about to start for the
current school year.
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Mike started planning local fund
raisers to generate local enthusiasm
and support. He also found my
phone number on the Michigan TU
website, noting the Mershon chapter
was the home chapter for the
Owosso area. After talking together
and receiving a written proposal, I
took Mike's story to our November
board of director's meeting. The
board thought the proposal was a
perfect fit for the charter of Trout
Unlimited, teaching kids and adults
alike about trout and cold water
conservation. We immediately
adopted Mike's program to help him
with whatever he needed. So, after
Mike's initial fund raising, the
Mershon Chapter of Trout Unlimited
has donated $1850 for equipment,
which will be able to be used in
future years as well.
Mike tells us the project is going
well so far. As of early December,
of the 200 eggs received, 11 eggs
ruptured, 15 alevin (hatchlings) died,
leaving 174 survivors. But, it is a
long way from here to the river,
where they will ultimately be
released. He has talked to other
"seasoned" teachers who tell him,
just like in the wild, sometimes the
success ratio is high and other times
there can be 100% mortality. STAY
TUNED as we watch Mike and his
fourth grade class try to rear these
salmon. You can watch their
progress on Mike's webcam at http://
fishcam.owosso.k12.mi.us/
Great job Mr. Raffaelli, and we look
forward to further updates on
your project. 
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Special thanks to our sponsors:
The Mershon Chapter of Trout Unlimited wishes to extend a heart-felt thank you to these businesses and
individuals. Their generous support helps to defray the costs associated with distributing this Muddler.
If you would like to help cover the cost of this publication, please contact Jac Ford at 989-781-0997 or
canglers@aol.com.

Quality Outdoor Clothing
Instruction and Classes
Fine Fly Fishing Tackle
Fly Tying Supplies
Sporting Books

143 East Main Street - Midland
989-832-4100 Tollfree 877-550-4668
www.littleforks.com

www.Mershon-TU.org
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Clip and Save: Mershon Event Calendar
Walleye Dinner
American Legion Hall

Monday, January 20th, 2014

Fly-Fishing and Fly-Tying Classes
5 weeks, beginning January 27th & 29th, respectively
Tying: Heritage High School; Fishing: Sherwood Middle School; 7-9 p.m.
Grin and Grub
Tri City Brewing Co., 3020 N. Water St. in Bay City , at 6 p.m.
Walleye Dinner
American Legion Hall

Thursday, February 20th, 2014
Monday, March 3rd, 2014

Spring Fundraising Banquet

Friday, April 11th, 2014

Monthly Board Meetings: 5:30–7:00 pm, 1st Wednesday of each month
at Case Funeral Home, Mackinaw Road, Saginaw
—No meetings during summer months—

www.Mershon-TU.org
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Address Service Requested

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
YES! Please begin my one-year
introductory membership in Trout
Unlimited at the rate I have checked at
right. I understand my dues payment
entitles me to all regular membership
benefits, including a TU decal, personal
membership card and quarterly issues of
Trout magazine with Action Line.

Name

Please check membership category:
 New member membership ($17.50)
 Regular membership ($35) / r 3 years ($90)
 Family membership ($50) / r 3 years ($100)
 Sponsoring contributor ($100)*
 Conservator contributor (250)*
 Individual Life ($1,000) (No further dues)*
 Family Life ($1,100) (Husband and Wife)*
 Senior (62 and over) membership ($20)
 Full-time Student/Youth (under 18) ($20)
 Business membership ($200)

(please print)

Address

 Payment enclosed**

City

 Visa #

Exp. Date

 MasterCard

Exp. Date

State

Zip

Telephone

020 Mershon



Please bill me

Signature

All contributions over
$12 are tax deductible.
*Note: special benefits
provided for these
membership categories.
**Make checks payable
to: TROUT UNLIMITED
Clip and mail this
application to join TU
today!

Chapter

Michigan Council - Code 5449
Sponsor

Mail to:

TROUT UNLIMITED, PO BOX 7400, Woolly Bugger, WV 25438-7400
(Please remember that board members can help you sign up new members at the membership rate of $17.50 and that
all of this money comes back to the Mershon chapter
if the membership application references our chapter #20.)
www.Mershon-TU.org

