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A few thoughts from
the president
Don Meyer

I

t’s that time again. Winter is setting in, and the holidays are upon us. I hope all
is well with you and your families. The upcoming weeks are filled with times of
fun and, for some, times of stress. Our work never ends. We think with the
shortened days that we can relax, but there is always something happening that
threatens our mission.
Thanks to our efforts, all the critical trout habitat issues are being monitored and
confronted. Trout Unlimited is doing a great job. You are doing a great job. Please
keep up the good work.
My message this issue is about Serenity. With the cold and blustery days
approaching, we get the chance to reflect back on the year—the days
working with friends on our streams; the days spent fishing when it wasn’t
the numbers of fish caught, but the enjoyment of being on or in the water.
Think about (and maybe laugh) when you remember special days. Tie
some flies, buy new equipment, plan vacations, and enjoy the chance to
kick back. Another year is approaching with new challenges for all of us.
I’m sure that when the weather breaks, we will again be out there working
together to keep and improve our rivers, lakes, and streams.
In the meantime, the cold weather also affords us slower days to gather
together and get to know one another. We have several events planned
during these winter months. I hope to see you there.

Don Meyer, chapter president

I am looking forward to next year. Challenges are best met when you have
a group of like-minded individuals to support each other. It’s a
great feeling.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Upcoming Chapter Events
See our website or Facebook page for details.

Attention Mershon Chapter members and friends. The officers, directors, and advisors invite you to attend the monthly
board meetings held the first Wednesday of each month, September through May. Come join us for food and beverages
of your choice and tell us about the issues that are most important to you. We look forward to seeing as many of you as
possible in the upcoming months. We meet at 5:30 pm at G’s Pizzeria, 3823 Bay Road, Saginaw.
www.Mershon-TU.org | www.facebook.com/mershon.tu
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A Winter You’ll
Remember
by Jim Lewis, chapter director

S

o, you’ve faced the reality that
it’s just too cold to stand in a
river and torment brook trout,
and there’s no way you’re going to
convince yourself to spend the money
it takes to go someplace warm to fish
this winter. I know, I know, there’s
always winter steelhead fishing if you
can get enough layers of clothing on
and still bend your arms. But, let me
make a suggestion for an indoor
winter activity that will keep your
mind and spirit in fly fishing without
the need to face hypothermia or
missed mortgage payments: build
yourself a new fly rod.
You know you’ve thought about
building a rod—we all have. It
sounds complicated and expensive
and just too involved, so you’ve
brushed the thought aside. And, now
I’m going to say something you’ve
heard too many times: “If I can do it,
you can.” But, this time it’s true.
Thanks to an expanded interest in rod
building, merchandisers are making it
both easier and less expensive for
you to build that first rod. Of course,
it’s their hope it won’t be your last
rod, but maybe you’ll discover it’s an
interesting winter project that you
will want to repeat. Whether your
interest is in another graphite rod, or
if you would like to try fiberglass, or
maybe you would really like a
bamboo rod but just can’t convince
yourself to spend that kind of money,
building it yourself can add a new
sense of involvement in fly fishing

just like tying your own flies does.
I have built a number of rods over the
past few years—both bamboo and
fiberglass—and I have also built a
number of catch-and-release landing
nets, and I can tell you with certainty
that building your first rod will be
less time-consuming, less frustrating
and perhaps even less expensive than
building your first landing net.
Thanks to pre-packaged, rod-building
kits available, there is no guesswork
involved in selecting a rod blank and
assembling the cork, reel seat, line
guides, and tip-top that are needed to
build a rod. The kits I have seen even
provide a chart for line guide spacing
and the thread to wrap the guides.
As far as equipment is concerned, it
can be as simple as two wooden
bookend-like supports with notches
in the top so that the rod blank can be
turned as you wrap; and simple
dimension lumber and some screws
will be all you need to build your
own. I would recommend a low RPM
drying motor, but that charcoal grill
rotisserie motor you never use will
work just fine. Or, if you prefer, these
bench-top items can be purchased
from many of the same sources as the
rod kits themselves. I use the drying
motor to rotate the rod while varnish
(I use polyurethane) is drying on the
wraps that hold the line guides. It
prevents sags and makes for a nice
smooth finish. And note I said
varnish. Often, instructions on rod
building will suggest an epoxy, like
Flex Coat, but bamboo rod builders
use varnish for covering the wraps
just as they do for covering the rod
itself. And, I’ve talked with other
builders about this, including Martin
Daenzer, a member of the Mershon
chapter. We all agree that varnish
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also works well on both fiberglass
and graphite rods, and it’s a lot easier
to correct your mistakes with varnish
than it is with epoxy. With regard to
wrapping the guides and other
aspects of the project, the internet
will provide plenty of sources of
information and instructional videos.
I have never invested in a tensioner to
keep tension on the thread while I’m
wrapping the guides, though they can
be purchased from various vendors,
along with other rod-building tools
and supplies. I just use a bobbin from
my fly tying desk and that has
worked well for me. I find the weight
of the spool of thread provides
enough tension, but if I want more, I
drop a hex nut or two down the barrel
of the bobbin.
But, don’t let me drone on forever.
Get on the internet and look around a
bit. Some supplier names you’ll find
(and I’m not endorsing any of them)
are Custom Fly Rod Crafters, Jann’s
Netcraft, Mud Hole Rod Building,
Angler’s Workshop and The Angler’s
Roost. And, if you Google “wrapping
fly rod line guides” or whatever, you
will find ready sources of information
just like you do with any other
subject puzzling you.
Whatever you do, give this winter
project serious thought. And if I can
answer any questions, catch me at a
Mershon function, or call me (my cell
number is 989-751-0344) or send an
email to jim_lewis@chartermi.net. I
can assure you the end result of some
hours spent this winter will be an
enhanced fly-fishing experience in
the spring. Just like you find with flies
you tied yourself, the rod you build
may not be the best rod you own, but
it will become your favorite. 
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Arthur C.
Neumann
Memorial
planned

T

he Mershon Chapter is excited
to announce we have
committed to building a
memorial to Art Neumann who was
one of the founders of Trout
Unlimited, TU’s first vice president,
its executive director and, of course, a
revered charter member of our
chapter. The memorial will be built on
the grounds of the Lovells Museum of
Trout Fishing History on the Au Sable
River’s North Branch, a river that was
near and dear to Art. The memorial
will be comprised of two river rock
walls approximately five feet tall
constructed in a “V” shape. Each wall
will have a plaque approximately 24
inches by 36 inches. One plaque will
be engraved with the Philosophy of
Trout Unlimited, which was authored
by Art; the other will bear his likeness
and the following statement:
Born and raised in Saginaw,
Michigan, Art was a founding father
of Trout Unlimited and was intimately

involved behind the scenes leading
up to the formation of TU on the
banks of the Au Sable River on
September 5, 1959.
Art subsequently served as TU's first
Vice President and its Executive
Director. In his two-plus years as
Executive Director, Art nearly
doubled the size of the organization
by establishing 30 new chapters. His
fire and brimstone approach
transformed TU into an enduring
national coldwater conservation
organization, which now boasts
approximately 400 chapters.
TU prospers, in large measure, due
to Art’s vision and convictions. His
approach was simple and sound—
"Take care of the fish, and the fishing
will take care of itself."
Art always had a soft spot in his
heart for the North Branch of the Au
Sable, its trout, and their environs
and came here often to rejuvenate his
spirit.

We are currently beginning an effort
to raise the funds needed to construct
this memorial which we have
scheduled for dedication opening day,
April 29, 2017. We hope you will see
fit to make a donation to assist us in
this endeavor. Rest assured 100% of
your tax-deductable donation will go
to meeting the cost of construction. As
an extra incentive, each person
donating $250.00 or more will receive
a signed and numbered limited
addition print of the Philosophy of
Trout Unlimited while supply lasts.
Please complete the coupon below and
mail it, along with your check made
payable to:
Mershon Chapter TU
P. O. Box 6920
Saginaw, MI 48608-6920
Thanks for helping us build this
lasting memorial to Art Neumann as a
token of our respect for him and our
gratitude for his life’s work that made
Trout Unlimited the national
organization it is today. 

It is appropriate that we remember
Art in this way and take continual
inspiration from his life-long work in
coldwater conservation—a truly
great legacy for future generations to
treasure.

ARTHUR C. NEUMANN MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTION

Name: _________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________
City: ___________________________ State: __________ Zip Code: _____________

www.Mershon-TU.org
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How to tie the
Spent-Wing
Adams Dry Fly
by Jac Ford, chapter advisor

O

ne of many flies developed
here in Michigan, the SpentWing Adams dry fly
continues to be a favorite.
This iconic fly’s creator, Leonard
Halladay, was born in New York
but moved to Michigan at a young
age. Leonard loved fishing with flies
and had a fly-tying business by 17
years of age. In 1922, he invented
this fly and first fished it on the
Boardman River.
One opening weekend, Ernie
Schwiebert asked me to drive him
over near Traverse City to a small
city cemetery to find Halladay's
grave. He was writing the
phenomenal classic book Trout and
wanted to verify that Halladay was
buried there. We looked and looked,
eventually finding his stone. Ernie
snapped a picture, and we left.

Step 1: this is being tied on a size
ten standard dry-fly hook. Could be
any size, 18-6 being the largest.
Start by winding 6/0-8/0 thread from
the front of hook past middle of the
hook shank.

Step 3: trim both to look like the
stem of the hackle, to look like as
shown. The feather should be as
long as the shank of hook.

Step 2: find two nicely formed dryfly hackles and trim for installation.

Step 4: lay the hackle tips on top of
each other, curving down toward the
hook, and tie down with thread.

The original was tied spent like I
just tied for you, except the tail was
tied with golden pheasant tail. Since
then, many variations have been
developed. I believe the Adams
Parachute is the most used.
Actually, just this year a poll was
taken, and the Adams Parachute dry
fly was the most-used favorite.
Spent-Wing Adams Tying Menu
Hook:
Thread:
Tail:
Dubbing:
Hackle:
Wings:

Standard dry fly hook (18-6)
6/0 thread or small flies 8/0
Pheasant tail
Grey fine small
Grizzly & Brown dry hackle
Two or four hackle tips

www.Mershon-TU.org
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Step 5: hold the far wing back and
give a couple of turns of thread to
keep it in place.

Step 7: take the trimmed grizzly and
brown hackle and tie them in place
on top of the hook with the curve of
both hackles down.

Step 9: cut 8-10 pieces of a good
pheasant tail off so, when tied on, it
will be as long as the shank of the
hook, and tie in place. If in doubt,
lay it next to the shank of the hook to
check it.

Step 6: now get a brown and a
grizzly hackle with heavy webbing
going down the stem and cut them
off where webbing is about 1/2 of
the width of the feather.

Step 8: tie both hackles in place on
top of shank.

Step 10: spin an Adams grey
dubbing onto the thread and wrap
forward.
(Continued on page 8)
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Step 11: wrap dubbing close to the
eye of the hook, as pictured , and tie
in grizzly and brown hackle.

Step 13: wrap brown hackle through
the grizzly and tie off by the eye of
the hook. Finish by winding to the
eye of the hook; whip finish.

The finished Adams Spinner from
the side.

Step 12: wrap the grizzly hackle,
spacing apart, leaving room to wrap
the brown hackle. Tie off grizzly
hackle.

The finished Adams Spinner from
the top.

The finished Adams Spinner from
the front.

www.Mershon-TU.org
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Gifts for You on
Mershoner Day,
October the 86th ,







Suggested by Bob Kren, Advisor and
Mr. Flyfisherpersonguy











The complete set of spools of
every size nylon leader material,
-2X -> 13X, with a
manufacturing date of August,
2003*
A very very expensive
combination leader nipper and
bottle opener, that you’ll quickly
lose
A multi-color chenille robe, to
unravel and use for streamer
bodies
An exquisitely-detailed map
showing twenty miles of bottom
structure of the West Branch of
the Rifle River, before the dam
failed and changed all that
A mint copy of last year’s
fishing regulations for Kansas
A set of kneepads for lowering
your profile, as if you can’t
merely bend over or hunker
down
A multi-purpose folding wading
staff/shillelagh/tomato stake/
flagpole/fire poker/
marshmallow roasting stick/
crowbar/MSU toothpick/waspnest whacker/splint/satellite dish/
accordion

A Post-Christmas
Breakdown
by Snarly Windknot

I

don’t think this poem needs
much of an explanation. I was
hoping to find a new five-weight
graphite rod under the Christmas tree,
or at least a gift card that would put
me partway to paying for one.
Instead, I got nothing but the lame
excuse that I had insisted that no one
buy me anything for Christmas that


















My autobiography, “The Art of
the Deal: Smooth Patter for the
Amateur”
An extremely fancy rod handle,
rod not included
Prisoner-orange wading vest,
shirt, and waders, guaranteed to
repel other fisherpersons
Box of 100 ZipLoc® baggies,
for stuffing stuff that ain’t
waterproof
An oddly-jeweled lanyard, in
case you’re having a genderidentity crisis, or one with
suspended hand grenades, for the
doubting femme
A set of blinders so you can
claim you couldn’t see that you
were walking into somebody
else’s water
An amazingly short graphite rod,
encased in wood, also known as
a “pencil”
A really important-looking
gizmo, that you can’t figure out
but looks really expensive
A glow-in-the-dark velvet
painting of a leaping nondescript
fish, from some homeless-y guy
in Fashion Square Mall
A simple 15-foot canepole,
complete with worm on a 2/0
hook, so you can boast you “fish
with bamboo”
A 200 pound sack of medium
gravel, for creating your very
own secret nymph factory
A do-it-yourself taxidermy kit,

year. Who would have thought they
would take me seriously?
So, Santa stuck it to me again.
This year I was sure I would win.
But I was wrong I can see,
There are no gifts for me.
Just bills and an empty pie tin.
Santa gave me a raw deal.
I’m sorry, but that’s how I feel.
I looked really hard,
But, there’s no Cabela’s gift card,
No waders, no new rod and reel.
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complete with a plaster cast of a
fish bigger than you ever caught,
or ever saw for that matter
A henna tattoo of a hen
steelhead, hennywhere on your
body, from Hannah’s House of
Henna, in Henderson
“Twinkie-light” dry flies,
batteries not included
A virtual reality headset that you
can use to imagine you’re fishing
somewhere famous, while in fact
you’re slogging through the
Kawkawlin
The very latest flytying book—
oh wait, you already have it
A matched set of three chickens,
of various colors, for hackles—
and you thought that MSU
degree in Animal Husbandry
would go to waste! Too bad you
completely misunderstood what
“Animal Husbandry” is, perv-o
Hobnail wading boots, for
stability on slippery substrates,
and invading Poland
A $100 gift card to JoAnn’s, to
re-gift to your wife, with the
admonition that she “go with
some friends.” Then, you won’t
get dragged there while longing
to do something else

*If you have an old, but not ancient,
spool of nylon leader, at the
beginning of the season strip off the
outer two layers and what’s down
toward the core is still good. Just a
hint. Works on tying thread, too. 

Now, we all know Santa’s got clout,
And, he does keep a list, there’s no
doubt.
Though I tried hard all year
To be good, it is clear
Once again it’s just not working out.

O.K. Santa, you win.
You proved your point in the end.
I tried to be good,
We all know we should,
But, I’m never going to try this again.
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Special thanks to our sponsors:

The Mershon Chapter of Trout Unlimited wishes to extend a heart-felt thank you to these businesses and
individuals. Their generous support helps to defray the costs associated with distributing this Muddler.
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Quality Outdoor Clothing
Instruction and Classes
Fine Fly Fishing Tackle
Fly Tying Supplies
Sporting Books

143 East Main Street - Midland
989-832-4100 Tollfree 877-550-4668
www.littleforks.com

www.Mershon-TU.org
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Clip and Save: Mershon Event Calendar

(Additional information , including any fees, will be found in the News section of our website,
www.mershon-tu.org and on our Facebook page www.facebook.com/mershon.tu.)

Walleye Supper
American Legion Hall, Post 439, 5190 Weiss St., Saginaw 48603
5:30 pm Program to be announced
Fly-Fishing Classes
Arrowwood Elementary, Saginaw
7-9pm; cost $60, which includes all materials needed
Fly-Tying Classes
Heritage High School, Saginaw
7-9pm; cost $60, which includes all materials needed
Grin and Grub
Tri-City Brewery, 4170 Shrestha Drive, Bay City
Annual Banquet
SVSU, more information forthcoming

Monday, January 16, 2017

Mondays, beginning January 23rd, 2017
Tuesdays, beginning January 24th, 2017

Monthly Board Meetings: 5:30 – 7:00 pm,
1st Wednesday of each month
at G's Pizzeria, 3823 Bay Road, Saginaw

www.Mershon-TU.org

Thursday, February 23, 2017
Saturday, April 22, 2017
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 Newsletter of the William B. Mershon Chapter of Trout Unlimited 

P . O. B ox 6920 Sa gina w, M I 48608-6920

Address Service Requested

Application For Membership
YES! Please begin my one-year

introductory membership in Trout
Unlimited at the rate I have checked at
right. I understand my dues payment
entitles me to all regular membership
benefits, including a TU decal, personal
membership card and quarterly issues of
Trout magazine with Action Line.

Name

(please print)

Address

Please check membership category:
 New member membership ($17.50)
 Regular membership ($35) / r 3 years ($90)
 Family membership ($50) / r 3 years ($100)
 Sponsoring contributor ($100)*
 Conservator contributor (250)*
 Individual Life ($1,000) (No further dues)*
 Family Life ($1,100) (Husband and Wife)*
 Senior (62 and over) membership ($20)
 Full-time Student/Youth (under 18) ($20)
 Business membership ($200)
 Payment enclosed**



Please bill me

City
State

Zip

Telephone
Chapter

020 Mershon

 Visa #

Exp. Date

 MasterCard

Exp. Date

Signature

All contributions over
$12 are tax deductible.
*Note: special benefits
provided for these
membership categories.
**Make checks payable
to: TROUT UNLIMITED
Clip and mail this
application to join TU
today!

Michigan Council - Code 5449

Sponsor

Mail to:

TROUT UNLIMITED, PO BOX 7400, Woolly Bugger, WV 25438-7400
(Please remember that board members can help you sign up new members at the membership rate of $17.50 and that
all of this money comes back to the Mershon chapter
if the membership application references our chapter #20.)
www.Mershon-TU.org

